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PASTORAL FIONEERS OF S0UTH AUSTEALIA.

and South Australia gained

one of its best pioneers when
Donald Gollan migrated in 1839
He was born near Inverness on
January 11, 1815, and was brought
N O hiz father's farin. He was
married in 1838, and with his bride
came out (o Adelaide when offi
cially the province was only three
vears old. Soon afterwards  Mr.
Gollan settled at 5I-":J.1|1.a|'b}'|:|. and
he became one of the most in-
fluential men in the sowth, mainly
on account of his high sense of
honor, his adherence to truth, and
hiz  delicacy and politencss to
wards those with whom he had
dealings.

A southern newspaper credited
him with the distinction of having
named Strathalbyn, but the elaim
wias quite without foundation. That
honor was ane which belonged to

Sﬁ#.'TL.";Nl? last a good son
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the Rankime family. At any rate,
there is no disputing the fact that

Mr, Gollan, in conjunction with
Mr, William Rogers, of Sander-
grove, built the first house in

strathalbyn on the site where the
Terminns Hotel now stands. Later
he opened the house as an hotel,
and continued the business uwntil

1852 He had driven the first mail
cogech Trom  Adelaide 1o Strath-
albyn, and he built the first flour
mill in the latter town., There his
name is perpetuated by Gollan
Creseenlt and Gollan  Street, and
alse by the curiously christened
Gol-Col-Hoop  bridge  over  the

River Angas. Messrs, Gollan, Col-
man & Hooper were the three lead-
ing identities who secured the erec-
tion of that strocture, and the
residents showed their gratitude by
b 511'-'win§; the name '.nr|1-c.rL!1.'d..
which has never fallen into disuse
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After guitting the hotel business,
Mr. Gollan, with his wile, took a
trip to the land of his birth, and
upon returning to South Australia
entered upon pastoral pursuits, The
Rev. Canon Poole says in his pub-
lished reminiscences:—"1  fancy
somchow that old Deonald Gollan
was a man that, like Dogherry, had
had ‘losses,” but like that famous
character *had everything comfiort-
able about him.' 1 only surmize
this, for 1 was too young 1o
taken into his confidence even if,
canny Scot as he was, he had any
disposition 1o do 50" Another
writer said that Mr. Gollan was too
apen-handed to ever be a rich man.
Withont |:|r|:'r.ar1i|'.5.': in  any way
from his well-founded reputation
for generosily, one would be nearer
the mark in saying that the period:-
cal reveeses suffered by this I}‘I’aﬂd
old man of the south were due
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largely tr his lack of power Lo con-
centrate. ome of the choicest
sguatting properties in South Aus-
tralia passed l.l:mu.gh his  hamds,
but he was essentially & rover, and
a man who liked 1o dabble in little
places, After this lapse of time it is
dificult to fix with certainty the
chronological order of his pastoral
ventures, but it iz probable  that
Campbell House, on the lakes, was
his first pastoral love, With the
fnancial backing of Mr, R, Barr
Smith he took over the lease of
Campbell House from Duncan Me-
Farlane, ane of the founders of
Mount Barker. It was then o cattle
rui. He tried unsuccessiully to
PESE OT the lepse to the father of
Mr. G. 5. Hacket, of Narrung, and
themn, a.h.alnst his wish, was com-
pelled by legisiation to purchase the
property in the auction room. Sub-
sequently he sold it to the Mal-
colm’s, whose connection with the
Lakes country will furnish the next
pastoral pioneer sketch,  Narrung
station was taken wp by the Hon.
lohn Baker an a leage from the
Seuth Australan Company. That
station, known originally as  the
Square Mile, was also forced inlu
the auvction room, and a memorable
battle for its possession occurred
between Messrs, Baker and Gollan,
with the result that the handsome
price, for those days, of £6 an acre
was paid by the well-remembered
legistator. Mr. Gollan then secured
the Burmside estate in the Strath-
a.|.1;|3r|1 dist:ri-cl, made o home there,
and bred a good type ot Merino
sheep, It was only a small place
in those days, and about the ytif

1874 it was sold to Mr, W. L.
Marchant, for  whom Douoglas
Gooch became manager, Mr. Mar-

chant added to the area of Burnside
by purchasing a number of farm
h-ulﬂ.ing:, and :vrn{ua“y the estate
was acquired by the Government
and cut up for closer settlement.
Mr. Gollan next established him-
self at Point Sturt, on  Lake
Alexandrina, and proved the possi-
Bileties of 1he couniry far cattle and
sheep breeding, but it remained for
the  subsequent owner, John
Howard Angas, to maks the place
famous hy reason  of his great
Shorthorn stud operations.

~ Tailem Bend, now a quickly ris-
ing railway junction on the River
Murray, was once a sheep station in
the hands of Danald Gollan. There
15 much diversity of opinion con-
cenling the derivation of that
puzzling name. It was known
ariginally as Pine Camp. One
story iz that Tailem Bend, which
marks a sharp turn in  the River
Murray, was a favorite spot  for
tailing cattle in the overland days.
Allan MacFarlane, Senr., however,
was firm in  the contention  that
Tailem was “a miserable corruption
af !h!_‘ ahmigi.hal ward '1:1'|-c]:i:|'|'|.,r
meaning, it was belicved, 'bend."™

Ian Mr, Gollan's davs the run was
known as Taleam, and it included
a mile and a half of frontage to the
river except for & B0-chamm  road
that had been reserved for travel-
ling stock. Mr. Gollan parted with
it in J. H. Parr's auetion room od
February 26, 1869, together with
a woolshed and 1,500 ewes, includ-
ing 900 in lamb to pure Merino
rams. The total arca was 2300
acres of frechold, and some of the
sections were enclosed with a two-
mile stone wall. At the same auve-
tion sale Mr, Parr unsuccessfully
offered on Mr, Gollan's belali 3 B33
acres of freehold in the hundred of
Burdett, with a frontage of seven
miles to the east side of the Mur-
ray, four miles north of Thomp-
son's Crossing. The head  station
was built in substantial fashion on
section 152, and the stock yards
were quite new. Four hundred cat-
tle and 1,600 shqzep wWeTe depasiumd.
Amother property which was tem-
porarily in Mr. Gollan’s occupation
was that known as Binnie’s Look-
out. in the Tatiara country on the
road te Bordertown from Welling-
ton. This covered 14 square miles,
which was held for rent and asess-
iment amounting to only £7 per an-
num.  Still another little proposi-
lion was a seven-mile block near
Maria Creek, while on frechold land
and country leased from the Edu-
cation Council in the serub to-
wards Kingzton Mr. Gollan depas-
tured between 6,000 and 7,000 sheep.
His upera.l'i-uns alzo extended more
deeply inte the south-east. Mur-
rabinna was taken up in the early
forties by Thomas Wood and
George Kendle, Later Mr. Gollan
held it, and sold te Messra, Hut-
chizon and Dunn, who saw it cut
up for agricultural purposes,  Mr.
Gollan had more country_in  the
nclghborhond af _Tu[.nlEr Creelk, in
the Mount Lofty Ranges. His Tast
purchase was Belvidere Farm, near
Strathalbyn,  The published obitu-
ary notive mentioned Belvidere
Farm as the place of his death, but
as a matter of fact he pnaaed ot
at Poine Sturt from heart  failure
following upon a severe aceident.
When the Murray River Cross-
mgg Select Commuities 5t in 1864
one of the principal witnesses ex-
amined waz Donald Geollan. He
had become so innured to proneer-
ing conditions that, in his evidence
hefore this Committee, he opposed
the proposal to erect a bridee over
the _H_urr:}r. He had known the
crossing at Wellington for  years
before the causeway was built, and
declared that the punt would be
sufficient for stock crossing re-
quirements for years 1o come
Much d-:‘pﬂ'l-ﬂtd. an the condition of
the fences and on the drovers with
the stock and the assistance they
gave the punt men, who were very
capable in preveating the animals
from getting into the reeds and
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swamps.  Mr. Gollan went on to
say that it was possible to  cross
10,000 to 12,000 sheep daily, and he
had taken as many as 75 head of
cattle in the punt at one time, 31l of
Ihtl'l'l_ being over two vears  old.
Wellington was much better than
Thompson's Crossing, because at
the latter place he had had to puall
week cattle out of the bog with
ropes.  Mr. Gollan advecated rais-
ing the canseway at “c]]:ngtnn 'by
3 ft.. but said that the greatest
need was  bigger reserves on the
castern side of the river although
Messrs. T & A. Cooke, the lessees
of the country  in tIH'. immediate
vicimity of thcr‘p-uﬂt. had been very
liberal, and had refrained from im-
pounding trespassing stock that had
got out of hand, Mr. Gollan, to-
gether with Messes. Baker, Daven-
port and Hﬂ-ﬁrd, subzcribed money
for the purpose of adding te  the
vard accommodation for stock  at
the punt,  He said he had known
four hooks two inches thick, which
secured the punt, to be saapped by
the weight of catile rus|1'i:15 on to
the ferry together. Cattle were go-
ing from the Lacepede Bay district
to Ballarat for marketing, and the
provision at Wellington was suffi-
cient for ten times the traffic then
offering, was Mr. Gollan’s conclud-
g observation,

Mr. Gollan dicd on February 25,
1886, al the age of 71 years, and
was interred in  the Steathalbyn
cemetery, where friends caused a
monument to be crected over hm
grave.  The wonderful esteem in
which he was held was exemplified
by the fact that the funeral cortege
was made up of &0 vehicles, and 400
people were at the graveside, The
“Southern Argus" zaid of him:—
"He was universally loved asd re-
spected for his pood qualiti 3 and
kindness of heart and dis]:q,-.;'iﬁ.ml;
always ready to say a good word
for ar to any one, and cver seeking
to serve others. Perhaps the best
title ane could g'n.r{ him waz that of
a thorongh christian  gentleman,
one who did not talk much about
religion, but whe lived it and mani-
fested its power in his daily life.
It will ot be saving too much
when we assert that he scarcely
had an enemy, and that to konow
him intimately was to admire and
respect him"™

Lady Way, wife of Chicf Tustice
Way, was a nieee of Donald Gol-
lan, and lived with him and his wife
for many wears. He brought her
father out 1o South Australia. Mr
Donald Goflan McCallom, of Men-
ingie, brother of the Hon. Thomas
MeCallum, M.L.C., was named after
the subject of this memoir, the two
families having heem  on  very
friendiy terms.

The portrait preduced on the op-
posite page was kindly Ffurnisherd
by Mr. James Rell, an ex-Mayor of
Strathalbyn.



